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By the enclosed letter from John of the 23rd, you will
be glad to see that our outward-bound convoy is not
exposed to this hazard, and that they are safe in port.
I dined yesterday with Lord Nelson at Lady Hamilton's.
It was a family party of brothers and sisters, with their
husbands, and Mr. Grreville (Charles).

* Lord Nelson is kinder and more confidential with
me than ever; says all his Mediterranean opinions
and politics have been derived from me; that he has
found all I ever said or wrote to him on that subject
ten years ago fully verified, &c. &c. He tells me all his
present views on that subject, and all that passes between
him and Ministers; hopes to see me Secretary of State,
and so forth. He was with me this morning before I
was up, and left me some papers concerning the Medi-
terranean which I am to read on my way to Merton to-
morrow, where he will show me all his correspondence
that I may wish to see. It is not the worst point of
his friendship that he says he shall give George a
better ship as sopn as he can; and he is to have the
Cadiz station in his command this time if he goes to
the Mediterranean, which I have no doubt he will.'

* August 31.

*I dined at Merton yesterday, and carried some of
my despatches about Sardinia, which is. Lord Nelson's
great hobby. He filled my chaise with books of his
own ^correspondence, to show how his opinion had con-
curred with mine; and to-day he has sent me another
load.